
 

 
NCCFFI Hall of Fame Event – 

Why it’s so important – The History & Story 
Written by Mark Rockwell (Past President NCCFFI/VP of Conservation) 

Back in the early 1980’s two realities struck many in the fly fishing community: 1) we needed to find a way to honor 
those fly fishers who had given so much of their life to fly fishing and helping our fisheries; 2) finding some funding 
to convince decision makers in Sacramento that better water flows in rivers and streams were needed to support 
our fisheries. David Draheim, then a member of the Mt. Diablo Fly Fishers conceived the idea of the Hall of Fame to 
accomplish both needs. Dave connected with Richard Izmirian, Roy Haile, and others within the Northern 
California Council, Federation of Fly Fishers (the Council) to develop what we know today as the Hall of Fame 
event & dinner. 

 
NCCFFI Hall of Fame Dinner on February 28, 2004 – Induction of Mike Fong 

 

Along with recognition of the work put in by many to make our sport successful, we needed to recognize changes 
were needed in how rivers and streams were being managed. We had a water and stream flow problem, and fish 
were dying as a result. Roy Haile realized that if change was to come to help fish, the Sacramento legislature was a 
major place to advocate for change. It was decided that the Hall of Fame event would be the way to raise funds to 
facilitate our advocacy. Eventually, this led to the creation of the California Sportfishing Protection Alliance (CSPA) 
which has become one of our top and most trusted NGOs fighting for fish, better water management, and 
watershed health. People like Bob Baiocchi, Richard Izmirian, Jim Crenshaw, Bill Jennings, and now Cindy Charles 
& Chris Shutes continue the legacy of caring for our waterways & fisheries.  

Back in the 70’s & 80’s nearly every aspect of fly fishing was being created by individuals, many of whom were 
members of our fly fishing clubs. New fishing lines, fishing techniques, rods, reels, you name it, were being created 
by these people. The Council has a long history of supporting fly fishing and our member clubs. We do that through 
organizing, fundraising, conservation work, teaching casting & tying, and supporting our sport. FFI is the ONLY 
organization with the sole purpose of supporting fly fishing!  During that era the San Francisco Bay Area was the 
center of fly fishing in the west, with a huge focus on salmon, steelhead, trout and striped bass. Many of our 
historic fly fishers - Jack Horner, E. C. Powell, Bill Schaadt, Russ Chatham, Mel & Fanny Krieger, Cal Bird, Lani 
Waller, Ted Fay, Mike Fong, and others were inventing, innovating and moving our sport forward and no one was 
recognizing them for their work & creativity. Without these people we’d still be back in the stone age of fly fishing. 
Dave Draheim and friends understood we needed to recognize them, honor them, and say “Thank You” for their 
time, effort, creativity, and skill.  
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Hall of Fame became a historical event based upon an organized process of submitting possible award recipients 
from our clubs to a knowledgeable selection committee and choosing the best-of-the-best of candidates for the 
award. Here is a list of those currently in the Fly Fishing Hall of Fame

Jack Horner - 1982 Andre Puyans - 1995 Marty Seldon - 2006

E.C. Powell - 1982 Frank Materelli - 1996 Bob Nauheim - 2007

Myron Gregory - 1982 Lani Waller - 1997 Steve Rajeff - 2007

Phil Miravalle - 1982 Bill Schaadt - 1998 Ed Rice - 2008

Jon Tarantino -1982 Russell Chatham - 1998 Chuck Echer - 2009

Doug Prince - 1982 Bob Baiocchi – 1999 Mike Michalak - 2010

Cal Bird - 1983 Lisa and Ralph Cutter - 2000 James R. (Jim) Adams -2011

Ted Fay - 1984 Jay Fair - 2001 Hal Janssen - 2012

John Tarantino - 1984 Al Kyte - 2001 Don Chesarek - 2014

Roy Haile - 1985 Dan Blanton - 2002 Hugh Miller - 2014

Fanny Krieger - 1993 Valentine Atkinson - 2003 Phil Greenlee - 2015

Mel Krieger - 1993 Mike Fong - 2004

Leo T. Cronin - 1994 Ken Hanley - 2005

Past NCCFFI Hall of Fame Inductees



 
The past members of the Hall of Fame are the “The Who’s Who of fly fishing” from our region.  Fly 

tyers, fly casters, historic fly fishers, equipment developers, etc.  These people made fly fishing great.  

We stand on their shoulders!  The Hall of Fame Dinner is the one time of year to gather and join with 

our friends, family and pals to celebrate our sport, say thanks to another addition to this celebrated 

list of greats, and just take a moment in our busy lives to look back and say how grateful we are for fly 

fishing.   

 

On November 9th in Lafayette, CA, we'll add our next inductee - Mr. Mike Mercer – 

come join us to celebrate! 

 

Visit the NCCFFI website and click this link 
Hall of Fame for more information and to 
register. 

 

NCCFFI Hall of Fame Event Summary 

NCCFFI is partnering with The Fly Shop and bringing back the Hall of Fame Event in 2024 (set for Saturday, 
November 9th at the Lafayette Veterans Memorial Hall in Lafayette CA, starting at 4:30 PM).  The Hall of Fame 
award is given periodically to recognize and honor outstanding people who have contributed to excellence inf 
Fly Fishing.   

        

The 2024 recipient will be Mike Mercer, one of the world’s leading designers with original flies including 
Mercer’s Missing Link, the Psycho Prince Nymph, the Poxyback Microstone Stonefly Nymph and the Tungsten 
Swing Caddis Fly (and many others).  Mike grew up fly fishing, has worked at The Fly Shop since 1978, and been 

https://events.eventgroove.com/event/2024-Hall-Of-Fame-Dinner-Honoring-Mike-Mercer-94062
http://www.theflyshop.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Mercer_2.jpg


 
a regular contributor with articles appearing in Fly Fisherman magazines and many other publications over the 
years.  Mike’s book, Creative Fly Tying, has become a “must have” for trout fly fishers.  In addition, Mike has 
been a guide on many of Northern California’s famous trout waters (including Hat Creek & Fall River), along 
with traveling & fly fishing internationally in Chile, Argentina, Kamchatka, New Zealand as well as many tropical 
saltwater locations (helping customers to plan their own fly fishing adventures).    

At the Hall of Fame Event, there will be a reception & dinner, with speeches & the award for Mike Mercer, plus 
silent auction & live auction.  The Nine live auction items offered at the Hall of Fame Event will be 
amazing…including: 

PATAGONIAN BASECAMP LODGE - PATAGONIA BASECAMP / THE FLY SHOP  

A one week trip to Patagonia Basecamp Lodge in Chile (March 16th through 23rd, 2025), the 
same week Mike Mercer will be at the camp.  This is an amazing lodge, one of The Fly Shop’s 
signature destinations with excellent fishing, food & accommodations.  The value for this 
truly one of a kind fly fishing experience is $8,495. 

 

BARANOF WILDERNESS LODGE - ALASKA! 
BARANOF / THE FLY SHOP  

A five night/five & one half day trip to Baranof Wilderness Lodge in Alaska with hosts 
Mike & Sally Trotter, located on Warm Springs Bay on the east side of Baranof Island.  
Guest will stay in private cabins on the property and can choose to fish either in local 
streams loaded with Chum & Pink Salmon, Dolly Vardens, or hike to local lakes to fish 
for cutthroat trout, or fish on ocean-going boats for five species of salmon or halibut.  
The accommodations & food at this venue are wonderful and the value is $7,950.   

LAGO STROBEL LODGE ARGENTINA - LAGO STROBEL LODGE / THE FLY SHOP  

 A one week trip to Lago Strobel Lodge in Argentina, located on Jurassic Lake.  
Those fishing the lake will have access to a dozen large, protected coves (along 
15 miles of shoreline), where they can fish for monster trout from shore, 
wading the lake edge.  In addition, guests can opt to fish the Barrancoso River 
with floating lines, fishing either streamers or dry flies.  The food & 
accommodations at this venue are outstanding and the value is $4,500. 
 

ANTELOPE CREEK LODGE 
ANTELOPE CREEK RANCH / THE FLY SHOP  

A three night/3 day trip to Antelope Creek Ranch is the Michalak’s prize private 
water located on the northeast side of Mount Shasta that welcomes guests from 
mid-May through October.  Guests at the ranch have access to terrific trout fishing 
on the nearly two miles of private meadow stream as well as the two trophy trout 
lakes.  Available lodging includes one or two bedroom suites that include fully 
appointed kitchen, patio & barbecue.  The accommodations & private fishing 
access for two anglers is valued at $2,412. 

 

 

https://www.theflyshop.com/travel/chile/base_camp.html
https://www.theflyshop.com/travel/alaska/baranof.html
https://www.theflyshop.com/travel/argentina/lago-strobel-lodge.html
https://www.theflyshop.com/adventures/antelope.html


 

CLEAR CREEK RANCH
 

   

A three day/2 night stay for two anglers at Clear Creek Ranch (on Clear Creek – one hour from Redding). This ranch 
has been behind locked gates since the gold rush and has been part of The Fly Shop’s private waters since the 1990’s 
(it’s exclusive!). This includes staying in the owner’s cabin with a loft with two beds and bathroom, propane stove & 
refrigerator with a barbecue on the deck, and allows exclusive access to 2 miles on Clear Creek, valued at $1,890  

BATTLE CREEK CANYON RANCH  

2 days of fishing at Battle Creek Canyon Ranch – 
downstream from Mount Lassen, six miles of 
water opened in 1999, full of native rainbow 
trout & some steelhead in the fall.  There are no 
overnight accommodations included but it is 
located 45 minutes from Red Bluff or 
Redding…valued at $600. 

 

 

 

  

Trinity River 4 Night Getaway at Del Loma Resort 

Enjoy a 4 night stay in a 3 bedroom River’s Edge Cabin literally steps away from 
the middle Trinity River with a mile of walkable river to fish with famous spots 
including Bergman’s Hole and the prolific Canadian Cedar Rapids.  The cabin is 
well appointed with a full kitchen, one large bedroom and two sleeping lofts 
(large enough for six people), WiFi service, 4 person hot tub, private patio & fire 
pit/grill with full access to the resort’s facility (including a pool, mini golf, game 
room, disc golf, bocce court & more.  Great for a large family or fly fishing club 
outing located 73 miles west of Redding…valued at $1,200. 



 

   

Orvis Helios F with Custom Missing Link on Handle - 9’ 5 weight ($1,500 value) 

Your best is now 4x better with unprecedented accuracy following years of exhaustive field testing and relentless 
innovation.  Built to satisfy those anglers chasing perfection through precision casts and performance that withstands 
the harshest conditions and hottest fish, the all-new Helios™ F series rods offer increased sensitivity, elevated tippet 
protection, and a design for game-of-inches feeding lane presentations and in-the-moment mends.  With the world’s 
most accurate fly rod in your hands, anything is possible. 

   

Winston Air 2 Freshwater - 9’ 5 weight ($1,195 value) 

The next generation of all-around freshwater fly rods (3wt - 6wt).  These rods can do anything - present tiny dry flies 
to wary trout on flat water, cast a heavy streamer to the far bank in the wind, launch the entire line when you need it, 
and make quick, accurate close-range shots.  From high stick nymphing, pounding the banks from the boat, or wet 
wading, the new AIR 2 is a pack rod, a travel rod, a beautiful rod, and an all-around rod.  When you can only bring one 
rod... the amazing new Boron AIR 2.  You won't want to leave home without it. 

There will also be 28 additonal high value silent auction items including three Fly Shop guided trips on the 
Lower Sacramento River (for 2 anglers, valued at $625 each), a Scott Series G Fly Rod (9 Foot-6 weight, valued 
at $895), a Fly Shop TFS Signature H2O Indicator Outfit (9’6” 6 weight, valued at $445), a Sage Foundation 
590/4 outfit (9’0” 4 weight, valued at $495), a Skwala Carbon Wading Jacket (valued at $449) a Ross Cimarron 
5-6 Fly Reel, with airFlo Superflo WF5F line (valued at $424.99) and numerous additional items from Patagonia, 
Korkers, Fishpond, Costa, Carhardt, Scientific Anglers, Loon, Seaguar & others.  More details will be 
forthcoming on the auction & silent auction items as we get closer to the Hall of Fame event.   

The NCCFFI & The Fly Shop are planning to accommodate up to 200 people for the catered Hall of Fame Dinner 
on November 9th.  The cost of the Dinner Event is $160 per person (on an individual basis) and tickets are 
being sold on a first come first served basis (better hurry to get your tickets before we sell 
out).   



 

You won’t want to miss this event! Sign up Today!! 

 

For individual Tickets go to the NCCFFI website by clicking this link to register  Hall of Fame  

Sign up NOW…as individual ticket sales close on October 28th! 

 

See you on November 9th!   

https://events.eventgroove.com/event/2024-Hall-Of-Fame-Dinner-Honoring-Mike-Mercer-94062

